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MARYLAND SHIFTED TO SOUTHEASTEXUJ REGION FOR FEDED& CXJSERVATION WORK 

The Department of the Interior today approved the transfer of the State of 
Maryland from Region 5 to Region 4 for Federal fish and ui.ldlife uonservation 
purposes, Acting Secretary Clamme A. Davis announoed this afternoon. 

Effective July 1 this year, the txvwfer is the reailt of reaomnendations by 
the Fish and Wildlife Service, bireed on requeets from offioials of byland and a 
number of southeastern States. 

The prinoipal reason for the transfer is to ooordinate Federal work in Pkwylcrad 
with that of &?outhea8tern states and e8peaia~y Virginia, &rylsnd~s neighbor, 
uhioh is in Regios 4 and oo4oerned essentially wit& the same fish and wildlife 
conservation problem. Region 5 is oonaidered a northeastern area. 

Uhile Maryland is frequently referred to 88 a wborderw'State, its major co- 
sorvation interests We similar, for the most part, to those of Virginia and other 
m&heastea=n States. -land and Virginia have interdependent interests in swh 

'iaiportant oommeroial and sport reaoumes as fish, crabs, oysters, and waterfowl 
uoncentratione, Many of Maryland's resouroe management practices and regulatory 
polioies resemble those of the State8 to the south. The recent acceptance by the 
State of Maryland of M invitation to join tb Southeastern Assooiatioqof Cam and 
Fish Commissionersis further evidence that Maryland*s fish and wildlife aotivities 
aim related to those of the southeastern States. 

In aoamenting on the transfer, the Mreotor of the Fi8h and Wildlife Servicre, 
John L. Parley, said; flFrom the 8t8ndpOint of aoncrentrating in a single region 
those States whioh have similar conservation problems, the trabsfer~is unquestion- 
ably logiaal and so&. This move, I am 8ure, will prove benefiaial to the Servicse, 
tti States of Maryland and Virginia, and the southeast in general." 
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